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Kumano Kodo Report B LR — b ok

An exchange student from China
It 1s so lucky that I had a chance to go to Kumano Path, which was chosen as the World
Heritage in Tanabe city. As a foreign student, it was a special opportunity to me.

Although the weather of the day was cloudy, I was still surprised by the wonderful natural
landscape. Tall trees and the path that has not been developed deeply yet were really
beautiful. I deem that the beauty of nature is one of the most important reasons why Kumano
Path could be chosen as the World Heritage of Japan.

At the end of this trip, we visited the Kumano Hongu Jinja. Jinja plays an important role in
Japanese culture. As a foreigner we should go to the Jinja. Even if you don't do any religion
ceremony, you can still get the Japanese style that is silent at least.

In the end of my essay, I really appreciate this opportunity. This trip helped not only
Japanese students who are living in Wakayama but also foreigners that like me to learn from
this historical path. Thank you!

An exchange student from Australia

On November 7, along with a 3rd year class and two other exchange students, I travelled by
bus from Naga High School to the World Heritage Kumano Kodo in the Kii Mountains. During
that day, I discovered three things about the area. They were the religious significance, the
wonderful nature and scenery and also the World Heritage status of the area.

First, I want to talk about the religious significance of the Kumano region. Before I went
there, I already knew some information about the area because I am doing the 4 day
pilgrimage from Tanabe City to Kumano Nachi Taisha from December 7 to December 10. Even
though I had some knowledge, I was still amazed by the religion of the area. The first stop at a
place called Takijiri-Oji especially highlighted this. It was a very small area but I could feel the
spiritual power around me. It was very relaxing being there. I had the same feeling at two
other religious locations called Chikatsuyu-Oji and the large Kumano Hongu Taisha. During
my time in Japan, I have visited many famous shrines. I have been to shrines such as Meiji
Shrine in Tokyo, Kitaguchi Hongu Sengen Shrine at the bottom of Mt Fuji and Itsukushima
Shrine in Miyajima. However when I looked at Kumano Hongu Taisha, I felt peaceful. Any
worries that I had were instantly gone. I had the same feeling at our last stop for the day called
Oyunohara. This is the former site of Kumano Hongu Taisha and is marked by the largest Torii
gate in the world. Even though the shrine is no longer there, I still felt very relaxed and was
amazed at the area.

Next, I want to talk about the scenery of the Kumano Kodo. When we drove from Tanabe City
to Takijiri-Oji, the mountains were absolutely stunning. There were bright autumn leaves and
the rivers were flowing with fresh mountain water. Once again, I didn’t know what to say. The
nature on the Kumano Kodo trail was also incredible. It was so different to the nature in

Australia. Tall trees towered over us and covered us from the sun. However my favourite spot



of the day was the view from a place called Fushiogami-Oji. This is the first place where
pilgrims would see their main goal, the Kumano Hongu Taisha. At this point, I didn’t say
anything. I just looked. I was amazed how wide the mountain range was. It was wonderful
looking at the mountains under the clear blue sky. I even became annoyed when we were told
we had to start walking again. When I return to Fushiogami-Oji, I will be sure to look for a
longer time. Japan has Nihon Sankei, the three famous views of Japan. However I believe that
the view from this spot should become the fourth.

Finally, I want to talk about the World Heritage status of the area. The Kumano Kodo became
a World Heritage site in 2004. It is not hard to understand why when you think about the
religious significance and nature of the area. This fact is also not hard to miss when you visit
the area. There were constant points letting visitors know that this is a World Heritage site.
There is a large rock at Takijiri-Oji that explains about the World Heritage status of the
Kumano Kodo. There are also a large amount of flags at Kumano Hongu Taisha that have the
words “World Heritage” written on it. However, I was surprised about one thing. Usually,
World Heritage sites have lots of tourists. However, apart from our group, there was a small
amount of people in the area. There were only four foreigners as well at the start of the
Kumano Kodo at Takijiri-Oji. In my opinion, it is not hard to understand why as foreign
tourists rarely travel far away from the main tourist area of Kyoto. It is good as we could enjoy
the area by ourselves but I also thought it was a bit sad. There is a very beautiful World
Heritage area 3 hours from Kyoto but very few tourists. I hope that in the future, more people
will discover this part of Japan.

In conclusion, the Kumano Kodo trip is something that I won’t forget. From the spiritual
power of Kumano Hongu Taisha to that wonderful view at Fushiogami-0Oji, the Kumano Kodo
1s a wonder of Japan. I am very happy that I was able to experience the World Heritage
“Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes of the Kii Mountains”. It has only made me more excited

for my own pilgrimage trip. I can’t wait for it.



